Thanks to all those who helped. The next exam are to be held Saturday April 13, 2002, see you there.
Gayle, KU4XN

VE February Exam Results
Our February exam session was another success with the help of the following VE's:
• Gerald Nauman KN4FM, Hello to all. It sure was nice to see everyone at the last club meeting. We enjoyed a very good program provided by Al (N3JB). He had some very good handouts and then a question and answer period. Al hopes this will generate some interest in the 160 band.
Next month (March) Cowles (K4EME) will have a program on Satellites and the equipment needed to work them. Most of us may already have most of what we need. It is just a matter of knowing how to use it on the birds. All are welcome to attend the meeting and hear what Cowles has to share with us.
I myself would like to see more Amateurs check in to the Augusta County ARES Net which is the second Thursday of each month on the 146.850 repeater, and also the other area ARES nets on other local repeaters, too. Let's try to make a note and check into these nets! We also now have three amateurs to take part on the Field Day Committee. They are David (AD4TJ), Benny (N4BCC), and Clint (KB4OLM). Let's give them our support and make this a Field Day to remember. As the two club committees get together for their meeting as in the past, it will be open for anyone to attend. This is a photo of Al N3JB's loop antenna taken during his recent program at VARA. The members of MARA will have the opportunity to see this up close and in person at the March meeting.
Speaking of Field
The photo doesn't reproduce well on the copy machine, but is beautiful in color on your computer monitor. This is one more reason to receive your newsletter by email. To get the Monitor via PDF email attachment, send an email to the editor, fordhadr@jmu.edu, requesting the email edition, and giving the email address to which you want it sent. The service is free.
Loopy: N3JB Signal Going In Circles
shack and equipment, etc., and the featured ham's picture and anything else of interest. Now all I have to do is get with David Fordham, KD9LA, our editor, and Kenny Harris, KE4GKD , he VARA Club President about it.
There are three new hams in the Harrisonburg area as a result of the VE Session on Saturday, February 2. They are "graduates" of the class Chuck, KD5KA, Gerald Nauman, KN4FM and I held during November, December and January. Boy, what a shock to see my picture come up on the screen in last month's Monitor! I have been told that this is a good computer tester! I enjoyed seeing those of you I met at the Frostfest in Richmond, Va. I made a few purchases, one being the MFJ-SWR Analyzer and case. I plan to install more permanent antennas where I live now and near Mt. Crawford on our land where Jeanne and I are to build. I also bought a Diamond tribander VHF/UHF antenna, a G5RV HF antenna kit and a Spincast, a combination slingshot/fishing reel for shooting antenna pull-up lines over trees, etc. With the mild winter so far, maybe I can get an early start.
Your MARA Club Vice-President, Chuck Vogan, KD5KA and I are planning a QRP branch of our MARA Club, and as of this writing, we plan to meet at noon today for lunch as a planning session. QRP (low-power transmitters) has always been of interest to me and I have enjoyed operating QRP because as a young teen it was all I could afford. Chuck and I hope to have details regarding the QRP Club soon. I have for FREE -8 large storage batteries. These are industrial lead acid batteries from a commercial telephone microwave station. Ideal for back-up 12 volt power source. These cells are very heavy-over 100 lb each and are supposed to be 2.2 Volts when fully charged. I have eight of these, which should provide a couple spare units. Six (6) of these in series at 2.2 volts each should equal 13.2 volts with a very high current capacity. These batteries will provide plenty of power for running your HF or VHF rig with enough left over to run a couple 12 volt light bulbs. In fact, with a high-current inverter, you might be able to use these as an emergency 120-volt AC source during power outages. I also have some information on how to set up a power supply to charge these. If no one takes them off my hands soon, they are going to the dump. Contact Jeff Rinehart, W4PJW@arrl.net, or phone me at 540-337-7337 between 7 and 10 pm.
Date Set for 2002 Big Mountain Picnic: August 18th
It's time to plan for you and your family's attendance at the annual picnic in Bergton! This will be the eleventh (11th!) annual picnic to raise funds for the maintenance of the 146.625 Big Mountain Repeater, by the Big Mountain Repeater Association. Insurance coverage and repairs (including recent antenna replacement) are some of our expenses.
As in previous years, hot dogs, hamburgers, iron-kettlecooked beans, and the usual pink lemonade and iced tea will be the main attractions. Guests should bring a covered dish salad or a dessert.
A folding chair or two will take the edge off the picnic table's hard settin' surface. Cups, plates, utensils, and condiments will be provided. Badminton and horseshoes will keep the kids (of all ages) entertained. A long walk around the property should allow for spotting deer, groundhogs, grouse, turkeys, and other birds, along with squirrels and rabbits to keep you fit.
Don't forget: a Picnic-Table working party is needed for Saturday, August 17th, at 9:00 am to carry picnic tables from the Bergton fairgrounds. Another gang will be needed to carry them back on Tuesday evening. Help will also be appreciated at the serving tables and assisting with the cooking. Bob's Knob hats and aprons will be given to those who help.
To give us some idea of how many may attend, sign up during the local ARES nets, or telephone Bob at (540) 852-3289. Or you can email him at W3MMC@aol.com.
A 50-50 drawing will be held, and the usual donation bucket will be at the Sign-In I was trying to phone my chiropractor the other day and somehow got the cable lady by mistake. Before I could hang up, she tried to talk me into paying $39 a month for something called a "basic package". She offered to send me a free "programming guide". It shows all the channels you get if you pay the subscription fee. In other words, it tells you what to find where.
How nifty! Wouldn't it be great if someone put out a programming guide for ham radio? Well stand back, boys and girls, because I now give you --the Ham Radio Programming Guide! Of course, there's too much for a single issue of the Monitor, so I'll start with just one band. And being a third-generation native of 20-meter phone, I figure this is as good a place as any to begin. So here goes:
14.150 to 14.225 MHz: The 75-meter Wannabee Band. This is where you find all the old geezers who should be clogging up the 75-meter phone band, but who don't have a backyard big enough to stretch out the antenna. So they buy 5000-watt amplifiers and 80dB beam antennas and pretend they are on 75-meters. "Hey, Bob?" "Yeah?" "You there?" "Yep." "Have you heard from Bud lately?" "Nope" "Here I am, fellas." "That you Bud?" "Yep." "Good to hear you on." "Thanks Bob." "Been to town lately?" "Nope, not since yesterday." "Oh." "Is Pete in here yet?." "Yeah, I'm here." "Hi, Pete." "Hi, Bud." "Hey, Pete?" "Yeah?" "You seen the television?" "Nope." "Oh." "Well, Bud, I've got to go fix breakfast." "Okay." "Hurry back." "I will." and so on and so forth. When you look up their callsigns (--which they give once every three hours--) you discover they all live within a six block radius of each other up in Minnesota, except for Pete, who is retired in Michigan.
14.230: The Bird Chirp Channel. This is where you find the warbling music that sounds like some sort of exotic mode like ATV or PSK31 or something. It's always here and is a good test to see if your receiver and antenna are hooked up to each other. Some day we'll discover it really isn't a signal at all, just a harmonic put out by the Waynesboro police radar speed trailer.
14235 to 14.250 MHz: DX Subband Band. A favorite hangout for the deaf and the really, really dumb. "The Kilo Six station, go." "November Four Foxtrot Ta--Romeo Hotel -Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie -Whisky Seven --vember Five Tango Sierra." "No, no, no, fellas. Just the Kilo Six station, just the Kilo Six station. The K6 only, go ahead." "Whisky One Romeo --Alpha Alpha Nine Zulu -Quebec Golf -Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie" "Wait, wait. There are too many stations. All stations please stand by. We'll work you all in time. Please, only the Kilo Six station, the Kilo Six only please." "Whiskey Nine Foxtrot Yankee -Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie, Delta Charlie ..." 14. 275 MHz: Glenn Baxter's Private Channel. This is a clear-channel broadcast station whose engineer is too drunk or too stupid to realize he's transmitting on a ham band. He gives new meaning to the term, "continuous duty transmitter". The station airs a 1-hour talk show, 24 times a day. And Glenn Baxter does all the talking. "Here is K1MAN, the ham radio advocate, standing for ham radio, promoting ham radio, helping ham radio, and benefiting ham radio. We love ham radio. Call us on our toll-free telephone line and tell us how great ham radio is, and we'll put your voice on the air. But for heaven's sakes, use the telephone! Whatever you do, don't use ham radio, because you might interfere with our broadcast!" 14.340 MHz: The Contest Channel: "CQ Contest, CQ Contest, CQ Contest, this is W6TL." "W6TL, please copy November Four Golf Bravo India" "CQ Contest, CQ Contest, CQ Contest, this is W6TL." "W6TL, this is November Four Golf Bravo India" "CQ Contest, CQ Contest, CQ Contest, This is W6TL." "W6TL, for Chrissake, this is November Four Golf Bravo India" "Was there a Bravo station?" "Roger, it's November Four Golf Bravo India, QSL?" "QSL, I copy November Two Golf Virginia America, is that correct?" "No, no, it's November Four Golf Bravo India." "Okay, I've got November Ten Golf Denmark India, is that right?" "Negative, negative, it's November Four, November Four, November One Two Three Four." "Okay, got it that time, November One True Green Fort. Is that a roger?" "No, no, it's November Four Golf Bravo India." "Okay, now I've got it right, November Four Pop Victor India, you are Five Nine plus, Five Nine plus, Five Over Nine plus, beautiful signal into California, Good luck in the Contest, Q. R. Zed?"
The above programming is modified somewhat on the weekends, but on Monday through Friday, use the above guide to tune in and enjoy! From the Opinionated One: A 20-meter Programming Guide Incumbent Virginia Section Manager Carl A. Clements, W4CAC, was elected to a full term in his own right after beating back a challenge from former Virginia SM Lynn Gahagan, AF4CD, 976 to 779 votes. The Virginia race attracted a greater than usual level of attention and number of votes cast by ARRL members. Gahagan, who was first elected in April 1998, was effectively removed from office last year after the ARRL Executive Committee declared the office vacant. Clements was named to fill the declared vacancy. The EC's action followed efforts by ARRL First Vice President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, to ''review concerns'' directly with Gahagan. Subsequently, at the direction of the EC, ARRL Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, wrote Gahagan setting out five points that had to be addressed and resolved ''with regard to the administration of the ARRL emergency communications program'' in Virginia. After considering Gahagan's reply, the EC met in a teleconference and vacated the position. In January, the ARRL Board of Directors revised rules to--among other changes--require anyone removed by action of the Executive Committee to get that committee's consent to be eligible to run again. The Board also gave the EC the power to cancel any field organization appointment ''whenever it appears to be in the best interest of the ARRL to do so.'' Rules in place for this election cycle did not prevent Gahagan from running again, however. Neal, N4XU, is Warming Up For Field Day! Get a Load of These Numbers! Normal packet activity with a real call sign should resume soon on the International Space Station. Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) Board Chairman Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, says a new packet module sent up to the ISS last August will be installed by February 25. Since Amateur Radio gear was installed on the ISS in 2000, the packet system--crippled with a dead RAM (random access memory) backup battery--has been operating in digipeat mode using the NOCALL call sign and other ROM (read-only memory) defaults. Earthbound users have been able to access the system nonetheless, but the lack of a call sign has been an annoyance. Bauer said the new module, using the call sign RS0ISS, will employ a specially developed ROM programmed with standard ISS defaults, a new battery and an extended memory--up to one megabyte. The TNC also has eight-bit capability to support Russian Cyrillic typesets, and a one-minute timeout disconnect from the PMS if no pertinent packets are heard. Although the mailbox function will be activated, hams are discouraged from using it. ''Currently there is no computer hooked up to the packet module,'' Bauer explained. ''In addition, the crew will be much too busy to respond to messages posted there.'' ARISS packet radio frequencies will remain the same. The uplink is 145.99 MHz, the downlink is 145.80 MHz. For more information on the new packet hardware and the ARISS equipment, visit the ARISS Web site at, http://ariss.gsfc.nasa.gov/EVAs/amsat01.pdf . --From ARRL Bulletin ARLS003, February 21, 2002.
Space Station Will Soon Have A Real Packet Radio Station! -Hams May Connect Anytime Station is In Range!
Despite a rising level of annoyance among those awaiting Amateur Radio vanity call signs, the FCC remains at a standstill in terms of resolving the current stalemate. No vanity call signs have been granted since February 1, when applications received at the FCC October 22, 23 and 24 were processed. The FCC subsequently realized that it needed further information for an October 23 application, and--at least for now--it has rescinded vanity grants for October 23 and 24. The ARRL estimates that some 1800 vanity applications now are in the FCC's processing pipeline--the majority of them filed electronically. Once vanity processing resumes, the FCC is not expected to process all of the remaining applications in a single batch. It's more likely that the processing would be spread out over a period of a few days.
Wait, Wait, Wait …. Vanity Callsigns Back on Hold Again...
Paul, W4PFM will be active in Ethiopia for about 6 months and has just received the call ET3PMW. He has been active on 15 and 10 meters just after 0700 and 1400z, respectively. Latest word is that his power supply went kaput, and he is on batteries, using low power. His signal is getting into the valley most afternoons, however. QSL via W7KEU.
Need to Work Ethiopia? Listen for ET3PFM
The FCC has redesigned its Amateur Radio Service Web site and changed the URL to http://wireless.fcc.gov/services/amateur/. The new layout makes it easier to find information on topics most requested by amateurs, including licensing, amateur exams, filing an application, changing an address or using the Universal Licensing System (ULS). The refurbished site also provides links to recent Amateur Radiorelated news from the FCC. -From the ARRL Letter 21:08 February 22, 2002 David, KD9LA, recently visited Asheville North Carolina. Thanks to Jeff, W4PJW, for tipping Dave off to the existence of the Southern Appalachian Amateur Radio Museum. The museum houses a collection of old ham radio gear, including transmitters, receivers, test gear, exotic tubes, circuitry, and other stuff. One of the highlights is the collection of QSL cards from the 1910s and 1920s.
The museum is located in the AB Technical College's Elm building. You can gain free (yes, completely FREE) admission and a personal guided tour by calling ahead: simply phone John Travis, W4QCF, 828-298-1847 a day or two in advance and they will make arrangements for a one-on-one tour! Planning a Trip To Asheville? Phone Ahead for a Tour of the Ham Radio Museum! A sampling of the exhibits at the museum include (facing page, at bottom) a mint-condition set of Drake Twins, and a mobile Morse key which snaps onto a pilot's leg. Also on display are a number of classic ham radio tubes (below), a mint Heathkit HW-100, a B&W shortwave receiver, and a host of other classic items (some shown above). Hallicrafters, Drake, Collins, Trio, Heath, and even commercial manufacturers like RCA, GE, Allied, and Johnson are represented. The museum also includes a nice operating position with a modern transceiver where you can get on the air and do a little operating of your own. Photos by KD9LA. 
MARCH PROGRAM:
Cowles Andrus K4EME will present a program using Power Point on working Satellites, the equipment needed, how to make your call and when to listen for satellite passes in your area by using a computer program or the internet.
The 50/50 winner was Jeanne Neff (Ellsworth's wife) Jeanne, Did Ellsworth make you pay for Dinner?
We voted in two new members, Paul Ruppert KG4GCA and Mike Reno KG4OON. Welcome to the VARA!! David Tanks AD4TJ needs HELP with the Augusta County ARES Net. Anyone that is willing to be net control and help David out give him a call. The Net has moved to the 146.850 repeater on the 2 nd Thursday of the month at 8:00 pm. This repeater has a minus offset and a tone of 131.8 when needed. Mark your calendar and check into the net. Remember without YOU there will be NO ARES NET.
We would like to get training classes started for the Technician level. Anyone interested in helping teach the classes please contact Ken KE4GKD, Alby AD4KZ or Richard KF4QZG.
Richard KF4QZG, Program Chairman, asks for anyone who would like to do a program at one of our meetings to give him a call and get a date set up to present it.
Our Field Day 2002 Committee will be Clinton KB4OLM, Benny N4BCC and David AD4TJ.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:59pm
Al Bonck N3JB presented a program with hand outs on several types of 160M receiving antennas including the loop antenna and explained how they were built, the materials used, how they were tuned and the grounding needed to make them perform correctly. Al also brought in two loop antennas for show that he had built and still uses at home on 160 Meters. Thanks Al, for a great program on various 160M wire antennas and the loop antennas.
